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world. We must align our educational
system with the in-demand careers to
fill those jobs in that pipeline, and we
must keep our students engaged.

If we are going to compete in the 21st
century as we did in the 20th century,
we need to make sure our students
have the very best skills—skills that
are tailored to the 21st century econ-
omy. Career and technical education is
the best approach, in my opinion, to
give students those skills.

I am a big fan of the Manufacturing
Jobs for America initiative led by Sen-
ator COONS and several of my col-
leagues. America’s manufacturing sec-
tor has enormous potential to create
new jobs and to speed up our economy
and economic recovery. These are good
jobs and they spin off into even more
jobs.

According to the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers, every manufac-
turing job we create adds 12 jobs to
the local economy. So let’s move for-
ward, let’s pass these bills to help with
job training, career facilities and readi-
ness, and let’s do everything we can to
get our manufacturing sector running
full speed ahead.

Before I conclude my remarks, let me
say that I know there is a lot of debate
on the floor where we talk about
health care, we are talking about a na-
tional defense authorization bill, and
we are going to talk about a
compounding bill, but at the end of the
day, what Americans, what Alaskans,
come to me to talk about on a regular
basis—and certainly it was true in the
4% days I just spent in Alaska—is what
are we doing to create jobs for the fu-
ture, not only for people today in the
work environment but the kids of the
future who will be in the work environ-
ment.

This legislation, and many other
pieces that have been introduced in
this package, help lead this economy
and continue to move this economy.
We have to remind ourselves where we
are: This year, this month, we created
over 200,000 jobs. The first month I
came here, when I was sworn in, the
economy was in a tailspin. We had lost
over 700,000 jobs. So we have been in
the positive trendline for several
months here, but we have more to do.
And an area that I think is an incred-
ible opportunity not only for Alaska
but for all across this country is im-
proving our manufacturing sector and
ensuring our young people are ready
for the 21st century.

Again, I thank my friend Senator
CooNs for all the work he is doing to
bring manufacturing to the forefront,
as well as all my colleagues who have
been coming to the floor to talk about
an important piece of legislation to
create jobs and improve our economy
for the long term.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.
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Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CONDOLENCES TO SENATOR
INHOFE

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise to
express my deepest sympathy to the
senior Senator from Oklahoma Senator
JAMES INHOFE and his wife Kay on the
sudden and untimely loss of their son,
Dr. Perry Inhofe, this weekend in a
plane crash. I extend my thoughts and
prayers to the entire Inhofe family.

Perry Inhofe was an orthopedic sur-
geon as well as a licensed pilot and
flight instructor, with a family of his
own. Flying is integral to the Inhofe
family—I know that from my service
with Senator INHOFE on the Armed
Services Committee and as cochair
with him of the Army Caucus, a caucus
he created along with Senator Dan
Akaka to support the men and women
serving in the Army. I know of his in-
tense involvement in flying.

I hope, certainly, that the memories
and the time he had with his son will
help sustain and comfort him in the
days ahead. Senator INHOFE is a man of
great integrity, with great dedication
to his faith, to the Nation. Again, at
this time of loss, I only hope the mem-
ory and the example of his son, his
son’s service and his courage and faith
and love will sustain the Inhofe family.

————

NOMINATION OF PATRICIA M.
WALD

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I com-
mend President Obama for renomi-
nating Judge Patricia M. Wald to serve
as a member of the Privacy and Civil
Liberties Oversight Board, ‘“PCLOB”.
The Senate unanimously confirmed
Judge Wald to this post on August 2,
2012. The President renominated Judge
Wald to this position in March, and the
Judiciary Committee favorably re-
ported the nomination without objec-
tion months ago. During her tenure on
this important oversight board, Judge
Wald has served with great profes-
sionalism and dedication. And next
week, she will receive the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian
honor that the President can bestow.

For the past several months, we have
been engaged in a national debate
about the ever-growing need for limits
on the government’s surveillance pow-
ers. In the coming weeks, the House
and the Senate will consider bipartisan
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legislation to rein in those expansive
powers in an effort to protect Ameri-
cans’ privacy and to increase trans-
parency and oversight. While I look
forward to that debate and consider-
ation of this important legislation, it
is urgent that the Privacy and Civil
Liberties Oversight Board continue to
operate at full strength to safeguard
our constitutional rights. The PCLOB
has held two all day hearings on these
surveillance matters in recent months,
and plans to issue an important report
to the President and Congress. Judge
Wald has been a key participant in
these proceedings. Should the Senate
fail to confirm her nomination before
we adjourn, however, Judge Wald
would be forced to step down from the
PCLOB at a critical time when the
board is conducting its work to evalu-
ate the privacy and civil liberties im-
plications of the Nation’s surveillance
programs.

Democrats, Independents, and Repub-
licans alike have supported the impor-
tant work of this nonpartisan board.
Unfortunately, a secret objection on
the Republican side is needlessly delay-
ing Judge Wald’s confirmation. I urge
the Senate to promptly confirm this
well qualified nominee, so that the
PCLOB can carry out its important re-
sponsibilities. If a single Republican
Senator has a concern about Judge Pa-
tricia Wald’s impeccable credentials,
they should come forward with the rea-
son they are holding up her confirma-
tion.

——
NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE
MONTH
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, this

month, we commemorate Native Amer-
ican Heritage Month. It is an impor-
tant opportunity to recognize the ex-
ceptional achievements and contribu-
tions of those in the Native American
community. They are an integral part
of this country’s history, which has
been both proud and painful. It is im-
portant to stop and reflect on how we
as a nation can learn from the past and
plan for our shared future as fellow
Americans.

It is fitting that in this month we
also celebrate Veterans Day. For over
200 years, Native Americans, including
American Indians, Alaska Natives, and
Native Hawaiians, have served honor-
ably and with distinction in the U.S.
Armed Forces. Native Americans have
served in every conflict since the Revo-
lutionary War and contribute in dis-
proportionately high numbers to our
Nation’s defense. No group of Ameri-
cans has a higher per capita service
rate in the military than Native Amer-
icans.

One of the most unique and extraor-
dinary contributions was by the ‘“‘Code
Talkers’” during both world wars.
Using codes based on their distinct lan-
guages, these Native American soldiers
transmitted orders and communica-
tions to troops and allies, which were
indecipherable to our enemies. Later
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